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Taken for a ride? How the education vehicle breaks down for First Nations people 
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Abstract 

The ‘education is the key’ mantra is often used as a metaphor in remote First Nations 

communities to indicate the importance of learning to achieve some measure of 

socio-economic advantage. It is fair to say that First Nations people have bought into 

education and training vehicle with enthusiasm. The Year 12 completion data coming 

out of Closing the Gap suggest that ‘gaps’ are closing. The rates of people holding 

certificate qualifications in remote communities are also increasing at a fast pace. But 

the vehicle appears to be breaking down as it heads along the road towards jobs and 

economic participation.

This paper presents an analysis of Census data from 2001 to 2016 to show trends in 

qualification uptake, year 12 attainment, employment and income. The data, based 

on the ‘very remote’ regions of the ABS Remoteness Classification Structure, points 

to strong growth in educational achievement, consistent with Closing the Gap. But 

our ‘break down’ of the data into non-Indigenous, First Nations language speakers 

and First Nations English speakers shows little change in the economic fortunes of 

language speakers. The authors unpack why this may be and consider what might 

need to change for the vehicle to get back on the road again.

AARE Conference 2018 

Submitted to: AARE Conference 2018

Back



Authors and Affiliations 

Presentation 

Please choose a category that best suits your presentation. 

If you choose, workshop, Performance or visual presentation or Other please use the following 
drop box to allocate the time required by this presentation.

Previously chosen option: Academic presentation,

Choose here

Choose here

If you chose 'Other' as a presentation type, OR you have special 
requirements for any format please provide further information 
here. 

All rooms will have technology and other standard requirements available. Should you have 
special requirements please provide details here. The conference organisers will be in touch 
should they need further information.

Special Interest Group 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Research 

John Guenther (Presenting)

Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education, Darwin, Australia 

Eva McRae-Williams

Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education, Darwin, Australia 



Author will attend 

Author Approval 

Permission to publish 

AARE Awards 

Help About Us Contact

   I confirm that at least one author will register in full to attend and present the paper at the 
Conference 



   I confirm that this submission has been approved by all authors 

   Check this box to give us permission to publish your submission on electronic media and in 
hardcopy if it is accepted for presentation 



Submitted By:

Dr John Guenther

john.guenther@batchelor.edu.au



Oxford Abstracts


